














8	 The Squeaky Wheel	 June 2008

SABA
909 12th Street, Suite 116 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Address Service Requested Nonprofit 
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Sacramento, CA
Permit No. 1424

Successes!!!.

See page 1

Interstate 5 Fix:
Yes for Bikes on K Street Mall, No from Caltrans 
In a response to the Fix Interstate 5 project, the Sacramento city council approved an emergency ordinance to lift the ban on 

bikes on the K Street Mall. The lifting of the ban is temporary, for the period of the I-5 work, scheduled to end July 15.
After initial objections by the police department that delayed things for a week and a half, the ordinance got council’s OK 

on June 5.
Bikes are now allowed on the mall between 2nd Street and 4th Street and on 4th Street between J and L Streets. This means 

bicyclists can use the undercrossing of I-5 between downtown and Old Sacramento.
In addition, bikes are allowed on the mall between 7th Street and 13th Street. Bikes had already been allowed to use the pathway 

from 13th Street to 14th Street between the Conventions Center and Community Theater.
Bicyclists should observe a 5 mph speed limit and yield to pedestrians. If there are no problems, it’s possible bike access to 

the mall could become permanent. If there are problems, we can expect the ban to be reinstated. A special effort to be cautious 
and courteous would help. Bicyclists should be especially cautious crossing the light rail tracks and try to cross at a right angle 
to avoid trapping a wheel and causing a fall.

SABA asked the council to consider the temporary lifting of the ban as a trial program and consider permanent access if 
problems were few. For the longer term, if bikes continue to be allowed on the mall, track warning signs and clear indication 
of where bicyclists and pedestrians belong both seem to be in order.

In related but less positive news, Caltrans made no attempt to make any physical improvements for bicyclists because of the 
I-5 construction work and resulting traffic mess. While Caltrans provided funding for newspaper ads and for increased transit 
service to offset the impacts of the construction, they pleaded lack of funds and time to make any changes that would benefit 
cyclists. SABA sent Caltrans a list of suggestions, including simple and inexpensive ideas such as installation of share the road 
signs or pavement markings, but Caltrans pleaded poverty or passed the buck to the city. 

The only action Caltrans took related to bicycling was to close the R Street overpass, the former rail bridge over I-5, because 
of a lack of chain link security fencing. While not officially open, the overpass provided another bicycle/pedestrian crossing of 
I-5. Our hopes are faint that that the city and state (State Parks owns the overpass) can work something out quickly on the clo-
sure. The planned conversion of the R Street overpass has dragged on for years.

Folsom riders celebrate May is Bike Month. Photo by Dave 
Cassel


